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The United Jewish Community of the Virginia Peninsula 
Presents

The SIXTH annual HOLOCAUST

Writing competition

for students

2007 tc "2007 " \l 4
NO PLACE TO HIDE
from Genocide…
…NEVER AGAIN!

Why Again?
“Dear Kitty,


…I was more frightened than ever and began to cry. …Into hiding- where would we go… when, how, where…?  [My sister] and I began to pack some of our most vital belongings…. The first thing I put in was this diary….” 8 July 1942  (Barnouw 208).

This competition is made possible through the generosity 

of the Sarfan/Gary S. and William M. Nachman Philanthropic Fund.
[image: image1.wmf]

ATTENTION TEACHERS!
Earn Books For Your Classroom or Attend a Conference Simply By Submitting Your Students' Work in The Holocaust Writing Competition
All teachers who submit at least 22 original student entries will receive a classroom set of books (limit 1 set per teacher) and  may select from two options - A and B - see below.  Please check which option you are choosing.  Simply fill in the information below and return this page with your students' entries.  If you teach smaller classes, please call us regarding the number of entries needed to qualify for this program.  A substantially smaller entry will not be counted toward the minimum requirement.  

 □ Option A: You may choose one title from the following lists.  Simply fill in the information below and return this page with your students' entries.  All entries must meet competition guidelines.  We will deliver or mail the books to you at your school.  If there is another book related to teaching tolerance that is not on the list, or other educational materials you would like, please notify us, and we will consider your request.  Please note that the books are presented to the teachers for the school’s use.

Circle one title from the following:

            Middle School Books                                                                     High School Books
1. Friedrich, Hans Peter Richter

2. Jacob’s Rescue, Malka Drucker

3.  Tunes for Bears To Dance To, Robert Cormier

4.  Number The Stars, Jane Lowry

5.  Upon The Head Of The Goat, Aranka Siegel

6.  Kinder Transport, Olga Levy Drucker

7.  The Man From The Other Side, Uri Orlev

8.  A Pocket Full of Seeds, Marilyn Sachs

9.  The Cage, Ruth Minsky Sender

10. A Place To Hide: True Stories Of Holocaust

 Rescues, Jane Pettit

11. The Shawl, Cynthia Ozick

12. Clara’s Story, Clara Isaacman

13. The Devil’s Arithmetic, Jane Yolen

14.  The Diary of Anne Frank, Anne Frank

1.  Mila 18, Leon Uris

2. Sophie’s Choice, William Styron

3. Survival in Auschwitz, Primo Levi

4. Gentle Hands, Ruth Kerr

5. A Scrap of Time, Ida Fink

6. Never To Forget, Milton Meltzer

7. Rescue, Milton Meltzer

8. The Hidden Children, Howard Greenfield

9.  Night, Elie Wiesel

10 Raoul Wallenberg: The Man Who Stopped Death, Sharon Linnea

11.  The Diary of Anne Frank, Anne Frank

□ Option B: Prepaid attendance at the Holocaust Conference for Hampton Roads Educators entitled “Educating for Character,” to be held June 19-22, 2007 at ODU.  The Conference is accredited for graduate credits with conditions and for CEU which will be available through Christopher Newport University.

Please print all information clearly.
Full Name of Teacher________________________________ Full Name of School_______________________________

Complete School Address____________________________________________________________________________

                                                                               Street                                                                City/Town                                            Zip 
School Telephone___________________  Class Size ______  Subject Teaching_________ ________________________
[image: image2.wmf]This cover sheet should accompany all students’ entries. For questions, please contact 

Co-Chairs Helaine Shinske - 865-7288 or Sandy Katz - 868-7704 -  Holocaust Writing Competition Committee

Are you preparing your students for the SOL tests?

This competition can assist you in preparing your students for the SOL by addressing 

the following SOL skills for both Social Studies and Language Arts/English.
Social Studies SOL Skills

Identify, analyze, and interpret primary source documents, records, and data, including artifacts, diaries, letters, photographs, journals, newspapers, historical accounts, and art to increase the understanding of events and life in the United States


Evaluate the authenticity, authority, and credibility of sources


Formulate historical questions and defend findings based on inquiry and interpretation


Communicate findings in analytical essays and/or comprehensive papers


Develop skills in persuasive writing with respect to enduring issues.


Apply geographic skills and reference sources to understand how relationships between humans and their environment have changed over time


Interpret the significance of excerpts from famous speeches and other documents

Language Arts/English SOL Skills

Read and understand information from varied sources


Apply knowledge of resources in preparing written presentations


Credit the sources of both quoted and paraphrased ideas


Use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas


Develop narrative, literary, expository, and technical writings to inform, explain, analyze, or entertain


Collect, evaluate, and organize information

The Holocaust Writing Competition For Students

The competition is open to students from 

Gloucester, Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, Williamsburg, and York County.
One of the primary goals of this writing competition is to encourage young people to apply the lessons of history to the moral decisions they make today.  Through studying the Holocaust, students explore the issues of moral courage as well as the dangers of prejudice, peer pressure, unthinking obedience to authority, and indifference.  This competition provides students an opportunity to think and express themselves creatively about what they have learned.

Prizes Will Be Awarded In Each Category As Follows:
Middle School Divisions (Grades 6, 7, and 8)
High School Divisions (Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12)     


First Place:  $150





First Place:  $150


Second Place:  $100





Second Place:  $100


Third Place:  $75





Third Place:  $75

Winners will be honored at the annual community Holocaust Remembrance program, Yom Hashoah, on Sunday, April 15, 2007,  at the War Museum in Newport News.  (Time: TBA).

If you need assistance in locating resources, would like additional copies of the guidelines, or have any questions about this competition, please contact:

Linda Molin, Administrative Assistant at the UJCVP, 930-1422

or by email at unitedjc@ujcvp.org.

Winning entries may be published, exhibited, or reproduced on our website and in publications of the UJCVP.  If you do not want your work published, exhibited, or reproduced, you must notify us in writing at the time you submit your entry.

Deadline for entries:

4:00 pm,  Friday, February 23, 2007 
WRITING COMPETITION GUIDELINES

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL DIVISIONS
1.  Select one of the activities presented and write an essay or a piece of creative writing following the instructions for each.  Entries may be up to three pages in length and must be typed and double spaced.

2.  Include a cover page with the following information on both copies:

a)
The division you are entering, Middle School or High School, and the activity you are addressing.

b)
Your full name, home telephone number, and address including zip code.

c)
Grade, teacher’s full name, and school

To ensure impartial judging, do not put your name or other identifying information on any page other than the cover page.  Staple all pages together in the upper left hand corner with the cover page first.

3.  Cite all sources.

4.  Failure to comply with the following rules will result in disqualification.


a)
Two complete copies of your entry must be submitted.


b)
Only one entry per student will be accepted.


c)
Activity choice must be distinguished.


d)
Entries must be received by deadline.

Judging will be based on the following criteria:


1.  Work is original, cohesive, and insightful.


2.  There is proper use of language including grammar and spelling.


3.  Instructions and guidelines are followed.

Entries will not be returned.

All entries must be delivered to the Jewish Community Center  no later than 

4:00 pm,  Friday, February 23, 2007 
Please submit entries to:

The United Jewish Community of the Virginia Peninsula

Holocaust Writing Competition

2700 Spring Road

Newport News, Virginia 23606

NO PLACE TO HIDE

from Genocide…

…NEVER AGAIN!

Why Again?

A Holocaust Writing Competition for Students

Introduction: The Holocaust teaches us many lessons that are applicable to our lives and to today’s world.  A moral imperative exists to teach young people about this event and the central importance of passing on to future generations a profound understanding of the consequences of the Holocaust. One such lesson and perhaps the most well known observations were recorded by a teenage girl in hiding….

“Dear Kitty,


…I was more frightened than ever and began to cry. …Into hiding- where would we go… when, how, where…?  [My sister] and I began to pack some of our most vital belongings…. The first thing I put in was this diary….” 8 July 1942 (Barnouw 208, emphasis added).  The Diary of Anne Frank
“Dear Kitty,

…We have forbidden [my sister] to cough at night…. It is the silence that frightens me so in the evenings and at night. …I can’t tell you how oppressive it is never to be able to go outdoors, also I’m very afraid we shall be discovered and be shot.”  

11 July 1942 (218).

“Dear Kitty, 

I’ve only got dismal and depressing news for you today.  Our many Jewish friends are being taken away by the dozen… being loaded into cattle trucks…. One hears of frightful immorality…. We assume that most of them are murdered.  The English radio speaks of their being gassed.

Perhaps that is the quickest way to die. I feel terribly upset.  …The Germans strike without the slightest mercy.”  9 October 1942 (272-273).

“Dear Kitty,


If I just think of how we live here, I usually come to the conclusion that it is a paradise compared to other Jews who are not in hiding must be living.”  1 May 1943 (357).

“Dear Kitty,
North Amsterdam was heavily bombed today.  The destruction seems to be terrible.  Whole streets lie

 in ruins, and it will take a long time before all the people are dug out. …You hear children lost in the smoldering ruins, looking for their parents.”  19 July 1943 (372).


After this Jewish teenager, Anne Frank, had been in hiding with her family for over a year, she wrote to her imaginary diary friend, Kitty, that the people in hiding with her had spent time fantasizing what they would like to do first “when we are allowed to go outside again.”  A hot bath or hot coffee!  Go to the movies or to visit friends!  Anne wrote that she would be so happy to be outside that she wouldn’t know what to do first.  She decided that “most of all, I long for a home of our own, to be able to move freely and to have some help with my work again at last, in other words- school.” 23 July 1943 (374).

“Dear Kitty,


…we had rotten boiled lettuce this afternoon.  Ordinary lettuce, spinach and boiled lettuce, there’s nothing else.  With these we eat rotten potatoes, so it’s a delicious combination! …we often ask… ‘What, oh, what is the use of the war? Why can’t people live peacefully together? Why all this destruction?’


The question is very understandable, but no one has found a satisfactory answer to it so far. …Oh why are people so crazy? 


…I have made up my mind now to lead a different life from other girls, and, later on, different from ordinary housewives.  …I am young and I possess many buried qualities; I am young and strong and am living a great adventure; every day I feel that I am developing inwardly, that the liberation is drawing nearer… Why, then, should I despair?”  3 May 1944 (627-628).

Anne Frank never got to go back to school.  She never went on to live a life different from “ordinary housewives.” The glowing hope reflected in Anne’s diary was snuffed out like a candle. Like millions of other Jewish children and their families during the Holocaust, Anne never got to move freely again.  Only three months after she expressed hope of liberation, her family’s secret hiding place was betrayed and then raided by the Gestapo (700).  Fifteen-year-old Anne Frank and her sister died of typhus in the concentration camp Bergen-Belsen (54). 

In the same year Anne Frank died, the word “genocide” was born into this world.  Exasperated by the atrocious horrors of the Nazi regime, British Prime Minister Churchill stated, “We are in the presence of a crime without a name.” A new word had to be coined to try to describe the systematic attempt to eradicate the whole of European Jewry. By 1948, the United Nations declared genocide an international crime characterized by the “intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group.”  (US Holocaust Memorial Museum, History Section, ¶ 1, ¶ 3).
Author Samantha Power describes the now famous Holocaust watchwords, “Never Again!” as “The World’s Most Unfulfilled Promise” because genocide has happened again and again (Power, ¶ 2).  Emergency conditions in the Darfur region of Sudan rage unchecked.  Millions of people, now refugees, have been displaced from their homes as the Janjaweed militia has raided and burned entire villages. Several hundreds of thousands have been murdered so far.  “Together with Nobel Peace Prize recipient Elie Wiesel, [actor George] Clooney urged members of the U.N.’s Security Council to help end atrocities in the region.” Weisel, a Holocaust survivor, described the process begun in Darfur, if left to continue, as one that will end in genocide (Linton, 2006, ¶ 2).  

On July 19, 1943 hidden Anne Frank heard outside the calls of ‘lost children’ searching the street ruins for their parents.  The “Lost Boys of Sudan” are a group of young and brave refugees who escaped the killing in Darfur. To reveal the tragedy in their homeland, some of the Lost Boys have written about their harrowing journey on foot across numerous borders to reach a safe haven.  Their reports chillingly remind us of the fear and confusion experienced by Anne Frank and millions of others persecuted during the Holocaust. “If our village is attacked, don’t panic or make any noise.  Just leave the house and hide somewhere safe.  Those men’s guns shoot fire embers that search far and kill even into hiding places…. Remain in hiding and stay quiet there as long as you can.  Stay away from the house”  (Deng, Deng, Ajak, 45, emphasis added).  

Like Anne Frank’s diary, Darfur Diaries hyperlinks us directly into the horrifying experience of innocents trying to hide from murderous persecutors:  “We were in Darfur comfortably, living in our country, with our people and our identity. But… Our houses were burned and we escaped without anything.  At the end, the Janjaweed entered. I left my house with tears and four children. We ran. When the planes hit us from above, we lay down or hid under a tree.  After they went far away, we would get up and run.” (Marlowe, emphasis added).  

Miraculous escapes like these make possible the alarming reports of merciless Nazi-like strikes against people whose identity was their only crime…. The Sudanese “government has made clear its genocidal ambitions in Darfur from the very beginning. …But the question is squarely before us now, and ... there’s no place to hide.  If we do not intervene… hundreds of thousands of people will die.  Are we prepared to see 500,000 become 800,000 equaling the Rwandan genocide? We are going to look back years from now and wonder how on earth it could be that, seeing so clearly what was impending, we did nothing.”(Reeves, 2006).  

For Anne Frank and 11,000,000 other Holocaust victims, ultimately, there was no place to hide.  There is no place to hide from the harsh reality that genocide rears its ugly head again. We ask with dismay and astonishment, “Why Again?” The challenge “squarely before us now” begs us to remind and restore the world’s commitment to “Never Again!” 
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Activity 1- For Middle School Only:
You are Kitty. Write a letter back to Anne Frank, in response to these entries or any others you may find for yourself by reading Anne Frank’s diary.  Tell Anne your feelings about her diary entries, about her time in hiding, and about the Holocaust.  You may write your letter either before you learn of Anne’s death or after you learn of her death.

Activity 2- For Middle or High School:
By use of creative writing (poetry, free verse, rap, etc.) voice your emotional reactions to the horrors of the Holocaust and your feelings about the continuation of genocidal events in your own lifetime.  Try to resolve through your artistic voice what toxic poisons fester at the very roots of genocide. What remedies to prevent genocide reside in your own heart and mind?  Is there no place to hide?

Activity 3- For High School Only:

Write an essay analyzing why it is so vital that the history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed on to each generation.  Explain how remembrance of The Diary of Anne Frank helps to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination, intolerance, and violence in today’s world.  Suggest what individual acts of goodwill are within your daily reach to help restore the world’s commitment to “Never Again!” 
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Holocaust Related Books


✦Prospective entrants should consult the catalog in their school library. 

✦Key to abbreviations: Books suitable for middle school students (MS); for high school students (HS). Books available at eight public libraries: Gloucester Co.(G), Hampton (H), Newport News (NN), Poquoson (P), York Co.(Y), Williamsburg Regional (W), Christopher Newport University (CN), College of William and Mary (WM).)

Poetry
Holocaust Poetry, compiled by Hilda Schiff, 1995. MS, HS [NN, P, W, Y]

History
Bachrach, Susan. Tell Them We Remember, 1994. MS [All eight libraries.]

Bauer, Yehudah. A History of the Holocaust, 1982. MS, HS [G, NN, W, CN, WM]

Byers, Ann. The Holocaust Overview, 1998. MS [G, Y, W] 

Chaikin, Miriam. A Nightmare in History: The Holocaust 1933-1945, 1987. MS [G, H, NN, P, Y, W]

Gilbert, Martin. The Holocaust: A History of the Jews of Europe during the Second World War, 1985. MS, HS

 [H, NN, Y, CN, WM]

Landau, Ronnie. The Nazi Holocaust, 1994. MS, HS [H, NN, W, WM]

Meltzer, Milton. Never to Forget: The Jews of the Holocaust, 1976. MS, HS [All eight libraries.]

Rossel, Seymour. The Holocaust: The Fire That Raged, 1989. MS [NN, P, W]
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